《Neighbour’s Living Water Commentary – 1 Kings》(Robert E. Neighbour)
Commentator

Published in 1939-1940, this is a timeless collection of Biblical analysis, exposition, and truths with a unique blend of literary creativity. The metaphor of a water well perfectly describes the depth of thought and spiritual clarity.

This commentary began from the author's sermon notes and was published in 14 volumes.

Dr. Robert Edward Neighbour worked extensively with Southern Baptist missions and pastored a number of churches, including the First Baptist Church of Atlanta, GA. While there, he started the Baptist Bible Union and left the Southern Baptist denomination behind. After a number of years at the helm of the BBU, he left and continued his work as an evangelist and missionary until his death in 1945.
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Verses 1-13
The Queen of the South 
1 Kings 10:1-13 

INTRODUCTORY WORDS 
A greater than Solomon is here. In Matthew 11:1-30 Christ is upbraiding the cities wherein most of His mighty works were done. Under His ban were Chorazin, Bethsaida, and Capernaum. This upbraiding is concluded in chapter 12, where Christ condemns the whole generation of Jews telling them that Nineveh believed Jonah, and that a greater than Jonah was there. Then He says (Matthew 12:42 ): "The queen of the south shall rise up in the judgment with this generation, and shall condemn it: for she came from the uttermost parts of the earth to hear the wisdom of Solomon; and, behold, a greater than Solomon is here." 

The Lord reminds the Children of Israel of how the queen of Sheba came to Solomon. We are all willing to grant that Solomon was less in glory and in power, and in all things, than Christ. However, we wish to select a few things in which this contrast is very definite. 

1. Christ was greater than Solomon in birth. Solomon was the son of David, and Jesus Christ, as concerning the flesh, was of the line of David. However, Solomon came by natural generation, and Christ came by supernatural generation. Christ was of the Davidic line, but He was greater than David inasmuch as He was the Son of God. When the Jews said unto Jesus that the Messiah should be David's son, Jesus immediately questioned how was it, then, that David, in speaking of the Messiah, said: "The. Lord said unto my Lord, Sit thou at My right hand, until I make Thine enemies Thy footstool"? "If David then call Him Lord, how is He his Son?" 

2. Jesus was greater than Solomon because the substance is greater than the shadow. Solomon was a type of Christ, and a type is only a shadow. Solomon was that shadow; Christ was the substance. Solomon was great in glory; Christ was greater in glory. Solomon had a glory that only lasted a few short years. Solomon's glory centered in an earthly kingdom; Christ's glory is forever and ever. It has to do with an earthly kingdom, but it sweeps on into the new Jerusalem, that comes down from God out of Heaven. 

3. Again, Christ was greater than Solomon, in His character. Solomon worshiped God, but he fell by the way. He was a sinner as other men are sinners. We know much of Solomon's shame. Jesus Christ, however, knew no sin, and He did no sin. In character He was unimpeachable, the Holy One of God. 

4. Jesus Christ was greater in His Kingdom. Solomon had a kingdom that included one nationality. Jesus Christ shall be King of kings, and Lord of lords. Solomon had a kingdom that was circumscribed to one country, Palestine. Jesus Christ has a Kingdom whose geographical bounds will cover the whole earth. Solomon had a kingdom which dissolved. First, it was divided at his death between Jeroboam and Rehoboam. And then it went into decay after a few years. Jesus Christ has a Kingdom which will extend through one thousand years, and then it will pass into the great eternal Kingdom upon whose throne the Father and the Son will jointly sit. 

5. Jesus Christ was greater than Solomon in His works. We would not belittle the mighty deeds of Solomon; they were the marvels of the world; but Jesus Christ has done a work that no other ever did. The sphere of His work touches every human life, and reaches from time to eternity. 

6. Jesus Christ was greater than Solomon in His claims. Solomon was admired and honored as few kings were ever honored. Jesus Christ has been worshiped from Adam down to this hour by multitudes, not only by multitudes of men, but by innumerable hosts of angels. 

If the Queen of Sheba came to see Solomon, how much more should Jewry have come to see and to glorify the Son of God! 

I. THE QUEEN OF SHEBA HEARD (1 Kings 10:1 ) 
There is something very significant about the expression, "And when the queen of Sheba heard of the fame of Solomon concerning the Name of the Lord." 

1. She heard through his servants. We must remember that in those days communications were not so easily carried on among the nations and the peoples of the earth. Long distances were very long and difficult to travel. The Queen of Sheba had heard of Solomon, no doubt, through the traders of his realm who went everywhere. They must have carried a good report. We fear that the traders from our own country, or the sight-seers, the tourists, do not always carry a good report of our fair land. Those who carry on trades, not only deal in many things which are hurtful and harmful, but sometimes they drive very hard bargains. 

The traders from Solomon's realm dealt honorably, and everywhere they went they must have talked of Solomon. 

We wonder if we, as Christian people, go hither and thither throughout many lands carrying a good report of our Lord. 

2. She heard of his glory. Certainly Christians have plenty to talk about concerning the greater than Solomon. His glory surpasses all that has ever been known or heard. Each one of us is sent forth to tell that glory, not that we may magnify our own name, but His. We are His witnesses. 

3. She heard of his riches. And how rich is our God! The cattle on a thousand hills are His. The silver and the gold are His; the world is His, and the fullness thereof. The Heavenly orbs were all created by Him, and for Him. 

4. Perhaps, the most significant thing is the statement that the queen of Sheba heard the fame of Solomon concerning his Lord. He was not separated from his God whom he loved and served. Neither are we separated from our God. If people hear of us, we trust that they always hear of us in our relationship to our Master. 

II. THE QUEEN OF SHEBA CAME (1 Kings 10:1 , l.c.-2) 
Our Scripture reads: "She came to prove him with hard questions. And she came to Jerusalem." 

1. A long and arduous journey. We have spoken of the difficulty of travel in those days. The queen of Sheba had no swiftly flying train or automobile, or airship. She, doubtless, traveled by camel. It is not always easy to get to our God. There is so much that we must wade through before we can possibly reach His presence. Yes, God is near, yet the unbeliever feels that He is a long way off, so far as his approach to God is concerned. He feels that he has many sins and, perhaps, many misunderstandings, many doubts and fears, through which he must travel to get to the Saviour. 

The Queen of Sheba did not count the long journey too much, and we trust that no unbeliever will think his difficulties too great for him to journey through to God. 

2. She came filled with questions. She was not a doubter so far as Solomon was concerned, but she had heard of his wisdom as well as of his glory; and there were many things in her mind which she wished him to settle. Her questions, no doubt, had to do with the affairs of state, with philosophical matters, or with questions of astrology. Whatever they were, she found him able to answer. 

We have a perfect right to come to God with our questions. There are too many who think they know it all, and if they have a question, they would prefer to go to some philosopher or scholar. Such men certainly could not help them in any question relative to things Divine. There are questions of life and death, of Heaven and of hell, of Christ's Virgin Birth, His Deity, His vicarious Death, of Salvation and Sanctification. All of these we must bring to Him, and His Word. 

3. She came with anticipation. If we do come to Christ, let us not come as a matter of form, cold-hearted, with sinister spirit. If we come to Him, let us come expecting, believing, anticipating; let us come as though we were glad to come. God help us to throw to the winds the thought of going to church on Sunday as a duty. Let us not sit in the pews as if it were a bore to be there. Let us give our preacher a countenance illumined with expectant joy. 

III. THE QUEEN OF SHEBA SAW (1 Kings 10:4-5 ) 
1. She saw all of Solomon's wisdom. Beloved, we never will weary of talking of the wisdom of our God. The wisdom of this world with its scholars is foolishness when compared with the wisdom Divine. Our Lord Jesus Christ is omniscient. There is not a word in our tongue but what God knows it altogether. He knows the way we take; He knows the end from the beginning; the future is open to His sight. He knows all about history because He was there. He knows all about prophecy because there is no future to Him. He sees everything as though it had already happened. 

2. She saw the house which Solomon had built. We also may see the house which our Lord has built. What a wonderful house it is! We are not speaking of the Heavenly City, with its many mansions. That will be marvelous to behold; we are speaking just now of that house made, not with hands, nor material. It is an house, even the Church of our God. Ephesians tells us that we are builded together for a habitation of God through the Spirit. God's House is a wonderful house. 

3. She saw Solomon's servants. Those who waited upon him, his ministers. We read that she saw their apparel; she saw their ministry; she saw them standing before him; she saw them do his bidding; she saw them arrayed in the garments of his righteousness, made beautiful because of the kingliness which he put upon them. 

4. She saw Solomon's ascent. Perhaps, the most striking statement of all is that she saw his ascent to the house of the Lord. How many have ever viewed the ascent of our Lord as He went into glory? He was accompanied by seraphim and cherubim, with innumerable hosts of angelic beings, by saints whom He led with Him. One day we will ascend into the House of our Lord. 

IV. THE QUEEN OF SHEBA SAID (1 Kings 10:6-9 ) 
The last statement of 1 Kings 10:5 is, perhaps, unsurpassed in our lesson. It was spoken just after the Queen of Sheba had seen all of Solomon's wisdom, his house, his servants, his ascent to the House of the Lord. Here are the words: "There was no spirit in her." 

Have you ever beheld the glory of your God until you felt that there was no spirit left in you? You were overwhelmed, amazed, filled with praise? 

1. She said, "It was * * true." "Thy wisdom and prosperity exceedeth the fame which I heard." "Behold, the half was not told me." Such matchless statements! She was willing, yea anxious, to come. It did not seem that what she heard could be true, but she was determined to find out. 

I love that expression in the Book of Acts: "Many that believed came, and confessed, and shewed their deeds." He who will dare to come to the Lord will find Him true, and will find everything true that was heard about Him. When the Children of Israel came into the land they said that there had not failed one good thing of all that was promised them. 

Oh, that the unsaved would be willing to put God to the test. Oh, that they would come and try Him, and see whether it is all true. 

2, She said, "the half was not told me." Not only did the Queen of Sheba find everything they had told, true; but she found that the servants could not tell the half of the wisdom, prosperity, and fame of Solomon concerning the Lord. 

Beloved, we have never been able to overpreach and overlive the glory of our God. Everything we say of His Cross, of His Resurrection, of His Ascension, of His Second Coming, falls far short of their reality. 

3. She said, "Happy are thy men, happy are these thy servants, which stand continually before thee." Here was a concession on the part of the Queen of Sheba that is true of us who stand before our Lord and serve Him. We, too, are called "Happy" or "Blessed." 

V. THE QUEEN OF SHEBA GAVE (1 Kings 10:10 ) 
When she left home, she left with a very great train of camels bearing spices and very much gold and precious stones. Now that she had seen the king, his wisdom, his house, his glory, she delivered unto him her gifts. They are specified in 1 Kings 10:10 . There were "an hundred and twenty talents of gold, and of spices very great store, and precious stones." 

Of the spices it is recorded there came no such abundance to King Solomon as those which were brought by the Queen of Sheba. 

Beloved, is it not meet that when we come into the presence of our God we should come with gifts worthy, at least, of our love? To be sure, we cannot enrich Him, but we can, at least, acknowledge His riches and His glory. 

1. She gave the praise of her lips. This is a gift which is acceptable unto our Lord. Praise is comely. Praise pleaseth the Lord, and magnifies Him. It will be a wonderful sight when the heavens reverberate with praise at the Second Coming of Christ. Every Lord's Day as praise ascends from thousands of churches, and from multiplied thousands of hearts, we know that Heaven bends to hear. 

2. She gave gifts of gold, precious stones, and spices. When we give back to God tokens of our appreciation and love, let us not give so miserly and grudgingly. Let us never give of necessity. God loves a cheerful giver. The queen certainly was that. Solomon rejoiced in her gifts, and God will rejoice in ours. 

Many of us should be ashamed of the way we put our gifts into the treasury of our God. Some people sit in church as though they had done something, yet what they have done has been done without any hilariousness, without any thrill of pleasure, or genuine love to God. Would the governor receive a gift given in such a spirit? Would your wife? Offer her a gift in that spirit and see how she would feel about it. 

VI. SOLOMON GAVE TO THE QUEEN OF SHEBA (1 Kings 10:13 ) 
The queen was not the only one who gave. 1 Kings 10:10 says, "And she gave the king"; 1 Kings 10:13 says, "And king Solomon gave unto the queen of Sheba." Of one thing we may be sure: God will not let us do all of the giving. Have we not read, "Give and it shall be given unto you; good measure, pressed down, and shaken together, and running over"? The promise of Malachi 3:10 says that if we bring unto God our tithes He will open the windows of Heaven and pour us out a blessing such as there shall not be room to receive. Who is he, and where is he who can count God's goodness to him? The truth is what have we that He has not given unto us? 

There are three statements about the gifts of Solomon. 

1. He gave her all her desire. Sometimes I think God has put into our hands the measuring line of faith, and He says, "Place your measuring line on the goods, and just as far as it reaches, I will cut it off for you." We have not, because we ask not. The Lord plainly told His disciples to ask and they would receive. He said, "Unto Him that is able to do exceeding abundantly above all that ye ask or think." 

2. He gave her out of his bounty. The rich feel that in giving meager gifts they place shame upon their own wealth. The poor can give but little. The rich can give much. It is said that Alexander found a soldier asleep in his tent, his head in his arms, and a paper on which he had been writing was covered with tears. The emperor took the paper, and on it he saw a list of debts. It was a tremendous amount. The man had written at the bottom of the paper, "Who can pay it?" Alexander the Great wrote one word: "Alexander." Then he left it for the young man to behold. 

It matters not how great our debt of sin was. His bounty paid it. It matters not how much of love, or joy, or peace, or patience we owe to our fellow men, His bounty will pay it. 
VII. THE QUEEN OF SHEBA RETURNED (1 Kings 10:13 , l.c.) 
"So she turned and went to her own country, she and her servants." 

1. Mark the expression she "went to her own country." Where should we go? Where should we take the message of God's greatness, His glory, and His saving power? 

(1) We should go to our own home. That is where the queen went. Every one of us should tell those of our own immediate circle of the glorious Saviour we have found. Piety begins at home. 

(2) We should go out into the byways and hedges. We should not be content to have those only in our homes hear the Word; those in the city, in the country, in the town- to all we must tell the message of life and light. 

(3) To the ends of the earth. The last command of our Lord was "Go ye into all the world." Not only that, but unto "every creature." 

2. She went to her own country with a new vision, a new knowledge, and a new confession. She had come to Solomon with questions. She went back with her questions answered. She had come to Solomon not believing all she had heard. She returned saying, "The half was not told me." 

Beloved, our experience of meeting the Lord should not only give us a new testimony as we return to our own country, but it should give us a new life in their midst. The queen went back a different woman. For our part we are glad she went back to her country. Her country needed the message and the light she had to give. We believe that everyone who has come to the Lord Jesus, and has met Him, has seen Him, and heard Him, should take the new faith, the new joy, the new peace and the new life, and put it back in the old place. 

AN ILLUSTRATION 
The Queen of Sheba sought and found. 

"A strange sight was seen on the Mystic River, Massachusetts. Some boys who were constructing a shanty on the flats dug up a pot containing about $300 in old silver coins. The dates on the coins found by the boys ranged between 1717 and 1838. There were coins of England, France, Greece, Spain, all of the South American countries and also American pieces. Most of the American money was minted between 1828 and 1838. The place where the money was found is within a stone's throw of the historic Craddock House of Revolutionary fame and on the site of one of the shipyards which, fifty years ago, fronted both sides of the Mystic. The discovery brought out an army of men who dug up the whole river bank for lost treasures, and were rewarded by an additional find of $35 in coin. If men were only as deeply concerned in looking for the hidden treasures of the Kingdom of Heaven, they would surely find." 
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Verses 1-24
Jehovah-Jireh 
Selections from 1 Kings 17:1-24 
INTRODUCTORY WORDS 
Our God is the God who is enough. There is no good thing which He withholds from them who walk uprightly. Our God is able to make all grace abound unto us, so that we, having all sufficiency in all things, may abound unto every good word and work. 

Let us spend a few moments in observing some particular places in which our God supplies our need. 

1. God meets our physical needs. Before ever God created man, He created the beasts and the birds and all vegetation to provide food and raiment for man. In each separate creation for man's welfare, God said, "It was good." 

God also placed in the heavens above, two great lights to give light upon the earth; He stored the physical earth, itself, with minerals such as coal, and wood, oil, iron, brass, silver, gold, and all things to meet man's need. 

When David wrote, he said, "I have never seen the righteous forsaken, nor his seed begging bread." 

The Lord Jesus plainly said, Be not anxious, saying, "What shall we eat? or, What shall we drink? or, Wherewithal shall we be clothed?" For, said He, "Your Heavenly Father knoweth that ye have need of all these things." 

2. God supplies our spiritual needs. These needs are many. First of all, man needed salvation from sin. This was fully provided in Christ, in His vicarious death upon the Cross. 

Man needed strength with which to combat the enemy, and with which to meet the demands for holy living. This also was fully provided in the gift of the Holy Spirit. 

Man needed spiritual understanding. The natural man could not receive the things of God, nor could he understand them. The Holy Spirit came to be our Teacher and to reveal these very things unto us. 

Man needed wisdom with which to meet the issues of life. This is also freely given us of God. To those who ask, nothing doubting, God giveth liberally and upbraideth not. 

3. God supplies our eternal need. Man is not created for the period that spans the cradle to the grave. He is created for all eternity. God has therefore provided in Christ Jesus that this eternity may be spent with Him above. 

God has builded mansions beyond the skies. He has prepared a city, of which He is "Builder and Maker." He has fashioned a new heaven and a new earth wherein dwelleth righteousness. These things are proclaimed in the Word of God; and, if they were not so, God would not have told us of them. 

God not only supplies our eternal abiding places, but He provides redemption by the Blood of His Cross, by which we may enter in through the gates into the City. 

Let us take courage. He who watches over the sparrow, watches over us. He who clothes the grass of the field and the lily of the valley, will clothe us. In every need our God is our Jehovah-Jireh. 

"Tenderly guide us, O Shepherd of love, 

To the green pastures and waters above, 

Guarding us ever by night and by day, 

Never from Thee would we stray. 

What though the heavens with clouds be o'ercast! 

Fearful the tempest, and bitter the blast! 

Still with the light of Thy Word on the way, 

Never from Thee would we stray." 

I. A CURSE PRONOUNCED (1 Kings 17:1 ) 
Ahab had grievously sinned against the Lord. He did evil in the sight of the Lord above all that were before him. He married Jezebel, a godless Zidonian. He served Baal and worshiped him. He even reared an altar unto him and made a grove in his honor. 

As a result of Ahab's sin, Elijah the Tishbite was commanded to announce unto Ahab: "There shall not be dew nor rain these years, but according to My Word." 

We are living in a world reeking with immorality; we are dwelling in the midst of a religious condition reeking with apostasy. The result is plain the curse of God has fallen upon men. 

The same famine which consumed Ahab and his godless court, fell with a like severity upon Elijah, and upon all of the true and faithful. Have we not read that no man liveth unto himself. 

When God sent a storm upon Jonah, the innocent suffered with the guilty: and, the mariners were afraid for their lives. There were doubtless, also, other storm-tossed boats, due to Jonah's running away from the face of the Lord. 

God visits the sins of the father upon the children, to the third and the fourth generation. 

Where the curse of rum prevails, the righteous, who never drink intoxicating liquors, suffer many dangers of drink-crazed men, along with those who drink. 

Let us mark the solemnity of all of this, and seek to so live that our life may prove a blessing and not a bane to those whom we touch, and with whom we mingle. 

God's curse is upon all present-day Ahabs. Famines and pestilences come still as judgments from a wrathful God. As sin increases these judgments increase. They will, indeed, mark the curses of God, in the end times. 

II. A SPECIAL PROVISION PROVIDED (1 Kings 17:4 ; 1 Kings 17:6 ; 1 Kings 17:9 ) 
When the curse was pronounced upon the earth because of Ahab, God command Elijah to hide by the brook Cherith, saying, "Thou shalt drink of the brook; and I have commanded the ravens to feed thee there." Thus it was that every morning bread and flesh were brought unto Elijah; and every evening bread and flesh were again his: and he drank of the brook. 

After a while as the rain ceased, the brook dried up. Then the Word of the Lord came to Elijah saying, "Arise, get thee to Zarephath, * * and dwell there: behold, I have commanded a widow woman there to sustain thee." 

There are some things which need emphasis. 

1. In the midst of darkness God giveth light. We have noticed how the righteous suffer with the wicked, the inconveniences and deprivation which sin entails. Now, however, we come to see that God will make a special provision for those who trust Him. This is grace superabounding over the natural results of the curse. It is accomplished only by the miraculous. The famine that affected Ahab would have also affected Elijah, if God had not wrought the supernatural in Elijah's behalf. Therefore, God stretched forth His hand, and the unusual occurred. God will move Heaven and earth to care for the faithful. He has even said, "Thou shalt not be afraid for the terror by night; nor for the arrow that flieth by day; nor for the pestilence that walketh in darkness; nor for the destruction that wasteth at noonday." 

2. God gives help from most unexpected sources. First of all, He commanded the ravens to feed His Prophet. Secondly, He commanded a widow to sustain him. Neither of these aids followed natural law. Ravens are unclean birds, caring commonly for none but themselves. The widow was poor and had nothing to give. Yet, both did their part in sustaining the Prophet. "God moves in a mysterious way, His wonders to perform." He does the unexpected, and the humanly inexplicable, to care for his own. 

III. GIVING GOD WHAT WE HAVE, AND TRUSTING GOD FOR WHAT WE HAVE NOT (1 Kings 17:10-12 ) 
1. Giving what we have. When Elijah first beheld the widow of Zarephath, she was gathering sticks to make a fire to bake her last cake for herself and her son. Elijah cried, "Fetch me, I pray thee, a little water in a vessel that I may drink." The widow did not hesitate. She immediately started to get the water. She was willing to give what she had, and to serve God's Prophet in the giving. 

How precious is that promise of our Lord, "Whosoever shall give to drink * * a cup of cold water in the name of a disciple, * * shall in no wise lose his reward." Our God judges our gifts and rewards us not according to that we have not, but according to that we have. 

The little lad, who had the barley loaves and fishes, gladly gave them, even though they were as nothing, seemingly, for the feeding of the multitude. We believe that lad will have a great reward for his deed. 

The widow who cast in but two mites cast in more than they all; because, out of her penury, she gave all her living. Her gift was indeed meager, but it was reckoned as larger than the much which was given by the rich. 

2. Trusting God for what we have not. As the widow went to fetch the water, Elijah called to her and said, "Bring me, I pray thee, a morsel of bread in thine hand." The woman willing to share the water, at first held back the bread saying: "As the Lord thy God liveth, I have not a cake, but an handful of meal in a barrel, and a little oil in a cruse: and, behold, I am gathering two sticks, that I may go in and dress it for me and my son, that we may eat it, and die." 

We shall see how the woman was finally willing to share even her last meal with the Prophet of God, and to trust God for the future. This will be developed under our next heading. 

"On the parched and desert way, 

Where I tread, where I tread, 

With the scorching noontide ray 

O'er my head, o'er my head; 

Let me find a welcome shade, 

Cool and still, cool and still 

And my weary steps be stayed, 

While I will." 

IV. PLACING GOD FIRST IN OUR GIFTS (1 Kings 17:12-13 ) 
1. The natural thing was that which this woman desired to do. She had but enough meal and oil to furnish one last supply of food for herself and son. She thought, within herself, that they two would eat it and die. We doubt not that if she had followed her first thought, and eaten as she said, that she and her son would both have died, for the famine was sore in the land. 

We remember a little saying that was upon the wall of our Alma Mater. This is the way it read: "This first of all to thine own self be true; and it shall follow as the night the day, thou canst not then be false to any man." There is a sense in which this is a worthy saying; however, if it is forced to mean, "Take care of yourself, shield yourself, feed yourself first of all," then, it becomes false. 

2. The Divine thing was that which Elijah commanded the widow to do. "Make me thereof a little cake first, and bring it unto me, and after make for thee and for thy son." In putting God, and God's Prophet first, the woman, in reality, enriched herself and her son. Elijah said, "For thus saith the Lord God of Israel, The barrel of meal shall not waste, neither shall the cruse of oil fail, until the day that the Lord sendeth rain upon the earth." 

Has not God said as much unto us. "Give and it shall be given unto you." And again, "There is that withholdeth more than is meet, but it tendeth to poverty"; and there is that which scattereth abroad, and increaseth. 

Is not God able to make all grace abound toward us; so that we, having all sufficiency in all things, may abound unto every good work? 

Let us determine to follow the example of the Macedonians. In a deep trial of affliction, the abundance of their joy and their deep poverty abounded unto the riches of their liberality. Whatever we do let us put God first in all things. 

"And I have brought to thee, 

Down from My Home above, 

Salvation full and free, 

My pardon and My love. 

Great gifts I brought to thee: 

What hast thou brought to Me?" 

V. THE SOURCE OF UNLIMITED SUPPLY (1 Kings 17:16 ) 
How soul-stirring are the words "The barrel of meal wasted not, neither did the cruse of oil fail"! 

1. The Lord is able to make all grace abound. In the days of privation and of testing we need to remember that the cattle on a thousand hills belong to God. He has said, "Thy silver and thy gold is Mine." "The earth is the Lord's, and the fulness thereof." Can we not say with the lone little violet: 

"I feel as weak as a violet, 

Alone neath the deep blue sky, 

As weak, yet as trustful also, 

For the whole year long I see 

All the wonders of faithful nature 

Still work for the like of me, 

Winds wander and dew drips earthward, 

Rain falls, suns rise and set, 

Earth whirls, and all but to prosper 

A poor little violet." 

Shall we then not trust the Lord and cease to worry and fret. He can make our barrel of meal to waste not, and He can cause our cruse of oil not to fail. 

2. The Lord will keep His promises. Our key verse says that the barrel of meal wasted not, neither did the cruse of oil fail according to the Word of the Lord. What God hath spoken He is not only able, but He is willing to perform. 

When Joshua entered the land of Canaan, the people confessed, that there had not failed one good thing of all that was spoken by the Lord. 

We may run through the promises of God, and confidently place our feet upon them knowing that we are standing on solid ground. Christ said, "Verily I say unto you, Till Heaven and earth pass, one jot or one tittle shall in no wise pass from the Law, till all be fulfilled." 

"What though clouds are hovering o'er me, 

And I seem to walk alone 

Longing, 'mid my cares and crosses, 

For the joys that now are flown! 

If I've Jesus, 'Jesus only,' 

Then my sky will have a gem; 

He's the Sun of brightest splendor, 

And the Star of Bethlehem." 

VI. THE GOD WHO IS ENOUGH (1 Kings 17:17-23 ) 
A test awaited the widow of Zarephath, that was more severe than the test of the famine which had prevailed in the land. The son of the woman fell sick; and his sickness was so sore, that "there was no breath left in him." Then the woman cried unto Elijah, "What have I to do with thee, O thou man of God? Art thou come unto me to call my sin to remembrance, and to slay my son?" Then Elijah took her son and laid him upon his own bed, and cried unto the Lord. And the Lord heard the voice of Elijah; and the soul of the child came into him again, and he revived." 

We find that the God who caused the barrel of meal and the cruse of oil not to fail; that the God who was enough in that matter, was also enough in the hour of this greatest sorrow. Elijah took up the child and delivered him unto his mother; saying, "See, thy son liveth." 

We may not use this as a claim upon God to immediately give back unto us our dead. However, we do praise God that the hour is coming when the "Lord Himself shall descend from Heaven with a shout, with the voice of the archangel, and with the trump of God: and the dead in Christ shall rise first: then we which are alive and remain shall be caught up together with them." 

Our God carries the keys of death and of hell. Our God, the Son, and, Son of God, is the resurrection and the life. 

The resurrection of this son was a resurrection, only to die again. The resurrection of our dead in Christ will be a resurrection unto life, never to die. 

We wonder if this special blessing from Heaven was not granted unto the woman of Zarephath, because she had trusted God in the matter of the meal and the oil; and had obediently provided for His servant? This certainly was true in the case of Dorcas. They brought before Peter all the garments which she had made for the poor. Then it was that Peter said, "I say unto thee arise," and she was restored to them all. 

VII. THE TEST OF THE GENUINE (1 Kings 17:24 ) 
When the woman received her son alive, from the hands of Elijah, she said, "Now by this I know that thou art a man of God, and that the Word of the Lord in thy mouth is truth." 

It is not what we say that establishes our verity. It is what we do. Jesus Christ said unto the Pharisees, "Whether is easier to say unto the sick of the palsy, Thy sins be forgiven thee; or to say, Arise, and take up thy bed, and walk? But that ye may know that the Son of Man hath power on earth to forgive sins, (He saith to the sick of the palsy.) I say unto thee, Arise, and take up thy bed, and go thy way into thine house." 

"We live in deeds not words, 

In facts, not in figures on a dial." 

The Gospel which we preach must be backed and enforced by the life which we live, and the works which we do. 

"We are the only Bible the careless world will read, 

We are the sinner's Bible, we are the scoffer's creed, 

We are the Lord's last message, given in deed or word. 

What if the type is crooked, what if the type is blurred? 

What if our hands are busy with other work than His? 

What if our feet are walking where sin's allurement is? 

What if our lips are speaking words that His heart would spurn 

How can we hope to help Him and hasten His Return?" 

AN ILLUSTRATION 
"BUT YOU WILL NEED THIS" 

Able to do exceeding abundantly above all that we ask or think (Ephesians 3:20 ). A young bride was going to entertain some friends, and lacking a few necessary things, went to a neighbor to borrow. "Is that all you want?" asked the generous neighbor. "Yes, I think so," replied the bride. "But you will need this, and that, and the other," said the experienced woman, naming the articles. "I was so thankful," said the young hostess afterward, "that I went to some one who knew just exactly what I needed better than I did myself, and was willing to supply it." Our Heavenly Father knows our needs better than we do, and in the richness of His love He supplies our known and unknown lack. From the C. E. World. 

18 Chapter 18 

Verses 1-39
Elijah at Mount Carmel 
1 Kings 18:1-39 

INTRODUCTORY WORDS 
There are three things which we wish to consider: 

1. Judgment and justice. The opening verse of chapter 18 says, "And it came to pass after many days." Those many days amounted to three and one-half years. We know this because in the Book of James we read: Elijah prayed "that it might not rain: and it rained not on the earth by the space of three years and six months." Those many days were days in which God was judging the sins of Ahab. 

A great famine had fallen upon the earth so that both man and beast suffered indescribably. Lack of water means lack of vegetation of every kind. In other words, it means famine. There is no pestilence that is worse than famine. 

2. Protection and provision. During the three and one-half years of famine, God protected Elijah from the wrath of Ahab on the one hand, and provided for his every need on the other hand. This reminds us of the days when there was famine in Egypt, but our God protected Joseph, and through him provisioned Jacob. God's eye is always upon His own. He never leaves them, nor forsakes them. They may suffer because they are in a world which is under the curse, but in all of their suffering they will enjoy protection and provision. 

Habakkuk said so truly, "Although the fig tree shall not blossom, neither shall fruit be in the vines; the labour of the olive shall fail, and the fields shall yield no meat; the flock shall be cut off from the fold, and there shall be no herd in the stalls; yet I will rejoice in the Lord, I will joy in the God of my salvation. The Lord God, is my strength, and He will make my feet like hinds' feet, and He will make me to walk upon mine high places." 

This is exactly what God did for Elijah in the midst of the dire destruction which befell Israel because of Ahab's sins. 

3. Command and compliance. It was at the end of the three and one-half years that the Word of the Lord came to Elijah saying, "Go, shew thyself unto Ahab; and I will send rain upon the earth." This was the command. It was a command that humanly speaking meant disaster to Elijah. It was no small matter for him to show himself to the king who sought his life. It was like being cast into a lions' den, or being thrust into a burning fiery furnace. Yet we read, "And Elijah went to shew himself unto Ahab." 

God said, "Go" command; Elijah went compliance. God also says "Go" to the Christian. The command is a command which is still upon us. We are to go to the ends of the earth. The people to whom we are to go include "every creature." Are we as ready to comply? There are multiplied millions upon the earth who have never heard of Christ. What will we say when we stand before the Lord? 

I. OBADIAH, THE RIGHTEOUS (1 Kings 18:3 ) 
1. The trusted servant of Ahab. In 1 Kings 18:3 is the statement, "And Ahab called Obadiah, which was the governor of his house." We wonder why the king who had sinned against God and worshiped Baal sought to place as governor over his house a man who feared the Lord greatly? 

We surmise that with Ahab it was the same as it is with the people of today: they themselves may be wicked, but they want some one to serve them who is righteous. They feel safer when they have a saint watching over their goods. 

We remember reading the story of an atheist who stopped one wild and stormy night in the home of a cowboy in western Texas. The man had a bag of money with him, and he was afraid of having it stolen. He determined that he would not sleep any, but would keep his ears open and his eyes alert, so that the cowboy could not take him unawares, kill him, and rob him. Through a crack in the wall he looked, however, and he saw the cowboy reaching for a Bible, and then, after reading it, he saw him kneel down to pray. Immediately the sojourner for the night prepared for a good night's sleep. Even an atheist felt safe in the home of the man who prayed. 

So it was with Ahab. No matter how wicked he was, he desired one whom he could trust to be over his goods. 

2. The servant of God. How refreshing it is to notice in 1 Kings 18:3 the statement, "Now Obadiah feared the Lord greatly." This is often the case. In the midst of wickedness and shame God has those who are truly His own. They are in the world, but they are not of it. 

Daniel was in Babylon, but he was righteous, Babylon stood for everything morally corrupt and vile, but Daniel stood for everything that was right and righteous. 

We saw in the coal regions of Pennsylvania amid the dirt and soot of mining a beautiful white flower that seemed absolutely unsoiled. So should we, in the midst of wickedness be righteous; in the midst of darkness, be light. 

II. THE DEEDS OF OBADIAH, THE RIGHTEOUS (1 Kings 18:4 ) 
Our verse carries with it a twofold story. 

1. The deeds of Jezebel. Jezebel was the daughter of Ethbaal, the king of the Zidonians, whom Ahab had married. It was she who had led the king into much of his wickedness. It was upon her invitation Ahab had cast down the worship of the Lord, and had reared up an altar for Baal. Our key verse tells us how this wicked woman had cut off the Prophets of the Lord. She evidently was a woman of tremendous force and power for evil. The king himself seemed to be a mere puppet in her hand. Everybody bowed the knee to Jezebel. 

2. The deeds of Obadiah. It was in the midst of this terrific onslaught against the Prophets that Obadiah took one hundred Prophets and hid them by fifties in a cave. He kept them alive by feeding them bread and water. In this act Obadiah laid himself open to the wrath of Jezebel. However, just as Moses feared not the wrath of king Pharaoh, so Obadiah by faith feared not the wrath of Jezebel. He was a savior to the Prophets of the Lord. 

We wonder how many there are among us today who are willing to serve God in the midst of a wicked and perverse generation? We wonder how many of us are willing to pay the price by going all the way? 

Shall we join with the popular crowd who decry the Lord and His servants? Or shall we go without the camp suffering reproach for Christ, and share with the saints in their suffering? 

3. Obadiah and Ahab searching for grass. The famine in Samaria was so sore that the king himself started on a personal search for grass, accompanied by his trusted servant. They searched for a fountain of water, or a brook, where they might find grass and thereby save their horses and mules alive. It was at this time that God commanded Elijah to show himself to Ahab. 

III. ELIJAH MEETS OBADIAH (1 Kings 18:7-9 ) 
As Obadiah went forth seeking water and grass, Elijah met him. Immediately Obadiah recognized Elijah, and falling upon his face, he said, "Art thou that my lord Elijah?" Elijah promptly replied, "I am." These words of Elijah bring to our mind the words which God gave to Moses when he was commissioned to meet Pharaoh. We remember how Jesus Christ said on one occasion "before Abraham was, I am." 

As Elijah stood before Obadiah and said, "I am," we feel that he perhaps purposely suggested the thought that he was there as the representative of the eternal God. Thus it was that looking upon Obadiah, he said, "Go, tell thy lord, Behold, Elijah is here." 

Immediately Obadiah demurred. He said, "What have I sinned, that thou wouldest deliver thy servant into the hand of Ahab, to slay me?" 

Obadiah then told Elijah that there was no nation or kingdom where Ahab had not sought for Elijah. He even said that every king and kingdom had had to take oath that they found not Elijah. 

Then said Obadiah to Elijah, "And now thou sayest, Go, tell thy lord, Behold, Elijah is here. And it shall come to pass, as soon as I am gone from thee, that the Spirit of the Lord shall carry thee whither I know not; and so when I come and tell Ahab, and he cannot find thee, he shall slay me: but I thy servant fear the Lord from my youth." 

Obadiah knew well the villainy of his master, Ahab. As he stood before Elijah he pleaded his own fidelity and faithfulness. Elijah, however, encouraged Obadiah by saying, "As the Lord of hosts liveth before whom I stand, I will surely shew myself unto him to day." Thus it was that Obadiah went to meet Ahab, and told him that Elijah had come. 

IV. THE FATEFUL MEETING (1 Kings 18:17 ) 
Our Scripture says, "And it came to pass, when Ahab saw Elijah, that Ahab said unto him, Art thou he that troubleth Israel?" The Bible is silent upon what occurred when Obadiah told Ahab that Elijah had come. It is silent upon what Ahab thought, and what he said as he and Obadiah hastened to the place where Elijah waited. 

However, all of the pent-up anxiety and sorrow of three and one-half years seemed to break forth from Ahab's lips as he said to Elijah, "Art thou he that troubleth Israel?" 

The Prophet immediately answered, "I have not troubled Israel; but thou, and thy father's house, in that ye have forsaken the commandments of the Lord, and thou hast followed Baalim." 

How easy it is for the sinner to blame another for his sorrows. Because of their own waywardness, people bring upon themselves untold anguish, and then they condemn God or some one else for everything they suffer. This is a revelation of the human heart and its vileness. 

Ahab himself had brought every bit of Israel's trouble, in that he worshiped and followed Baal, and yet he wanted to condemn the man who had followed the Lord fully, and who ever stood in the presence of his God. 

V. THE GREAT TEST (1 Kings 18:21 ) 
Elijah, the Prophet, spoke to Ahab, the king, with supreme authority. He neither trembled nor feared before Ahab. He rather commanded him to gather all Israel unto Mount Carmel specifying that the four hundred and fifty prophets of Baal must be present, and the four hundred prophets of the groves which ate at Jezebel's table must also be present. 

1 Kings 18:20 tells us that Ahab sent unto the Children of Israel, and that he also gathered the prophets together unto Mount Carmel. Now comes our key verse which reads, "And Elijah came unto all the people, and said, How long halt ye between two opinions? if the Lord be God, follow Him: but if Baal, then follow him." 

Every young man and woman today needs to face this proposition. We have too many middle-of-the-roaders. They are neither hot nor cold. They serve neither God nor Baal, or perhaps they endeavor to serve them both. 

They come as the people come, and they worship as the people worship. Their hearts are far from the Lord. Their names are on the church rolls, but they are not in the Lamb's Book of Life. They are outwardly pious, but inwardly full of dead men's bones. 

To every one of this class we bring the words of Elijah, "If the Lord be God, follow Him: but if Baal, then follow him." 

We plead with the young people for a fuller consecration; a wholehearted, truehearted obedience to God. Let us no longer serve God on Sunday, and the devil on Monday. Why should we rob ourselves of the joys of Christ because we follow Baal, or of the transient joys of earth because we follow God? Let us be one or the other, and be it wholeheartedly. 

VI. THE GREAT CONCLUSION (1 Kings 18:39 ) 
1. The two altars ordered. As the people gathered around Elijah on that remarkable day Elijah commanded that two altars should be erected, that two bullocks should be dressed and cut in pieces, and laid on the wood. Under neither of the sacrifices should any fire be placed. Then Elijah was to stand apart, as he permitted the prophets of Baal to call on the name of their gods. 

After they had called he, too, was to call upon the Name of his God. Then said Elijah, "The God that answereth by fire, let him be God. And all the people answered and said, It is well spoken." They saw that Elijah was fair in what he asked. 

If Baal was God he was to answer the prayers of the prophets of Baal and accept their sacrifice by sending down fire. If the Lord was God He must answer the prayer of His Prophets, and accept their offering by fire. There was only one inequality, and that was the prophets of Baal were four hundred and fifty, with the prophets of the groves were four hundred. Thus, there were eight hundred and fifty men, against one. 

2. The first altar. With Elijah's instructions before them, the first altar was made. Around that altar the prophets marched from morning until noon saying, "O Baal, hear us. But there was no voice, nor any that answered." In their desperation they leaped upon the altar which they had made. Elijah, the Prophet of God added to their fury by saying, "Cry aloud: for he is a god; either he is talking, or he is pursuing, or he is in a journey, or peradventure he sleepeth, and must be awaked." 

Elijah was mocking them, because their god, Baal, was the sun-god, and how could he be forgetful of them at the hour of noon when from the heavens itself he was seen looking down upon them in his glory. 

Then the prophets of Baal cried aloud, and cut themselves with knives and lances until the blood rushed out upon them. It must have been a horrid sight. The people stood amazed. The Baal god spoke not. He could not emit enough heat to set the offering on fire, and burn up the sacrifice. 

3. The second altar. Thus it came to pass when they had prophesied past the midday and on until the time of the evening sacrifice that there was neither voice, nor any to answer, nor any that regarded. Could they have worked a trick, they would have done it, but there were too many eyes upon them. 

Then Elijah said to the people, "Come near unto me." All the people gathered around him. Then he repaired the altar of the Lord that Ahab had broken down. He took twelve stones according to the number of the sons of Jacob. 

When the altar was completed he made a trench around about it. He put the wood in order, then cut the bullock in pieces, and laid it on the wood. Lest some one would say that he kindled the fire through trickery, he stood apart and said, "Fill four barrels with water, and pour it on the burnt-sacrifice, and on the wood. And he said, Do it the second time, * * and he said, Do it the third time. And they did it the third time." 

"And the water ran round about the altar; and he filled the trench also with water. And it came to pass at the time of the offering of the evening sacrifice," as the Baal god was disappearing behind the horizon that Elijah, the Prophet, came near and said, "Lord God of Abraham, Isaac, and of Israel, let it be known this day that Thou art God in Israel, and that I am Thy servant, and that I have done all these things at Thy Word. Hear me, O Lord, hear me, that this people may know that Thou art the Lord God, and that Thou hast turned their heart back again." 

Can you visualize that wonderful scene? Can you see the Prophet with uplifted hands as he prays? Can you see the multitudes awed into silence? Can you see those prophets of Baal stunned into silence by the majesty and assurance of God's man as he prayed? 

"Then the fire of the Lord fell, and consumed the burnt sacrifice, and the wood, and the stones, and the dust, and licked up the water that was in the trench." As the people saw it they prostrated themselves and fell upon their faces as they said, "The Lord, He is the God; the Lord, He is the God." 

We wonder if any unbelieving ones would be willing to put the gods they serve and the God of the Christian to the test. Then if willing to do that, are they also willing to serve the God who answers by fire? 

The air is filled in these days with blasphemy against the Most High. Some, who do not dare to come out and utter blasphemy, do make slighting remarks against the Lord who is God. Some young people of school age are given to ridiculing things Divine. They call their parents "old fogies" because they believe in God. We plead with all such to put God to the test and if God be God. serve Him; if Baal, then follow him. 

AN ILLUSTRATION 
A LEAN-TO SHED 

"Religion" to Elijah was not an easy affair. 

"Many men owe their religion, not to grace, but to the favor of the times; they follow it because it is in fashion, and they can profess it at a cheap rate, because none contradict it. They do not build upon the rock, but set up a shed leaning to another man's house, which costs them nothing." The idea of a lean-to religion is somewhat rough, but eminently suggestive. Weak characters cannot stand alone, like mansions; but must needs lean on others, like the miserable shops which nestle under certain Continental cathedrals. Under the eaves of old customs many build their plaster-nests, like swallows. Such are good, if good at all, because their patrons made virtue the price of their patronage. They love honesty because it proves to be the best policy, and piety because it serves as an introduction to trade with saints. Their religion is little more than courtesy to other men's opinions, civility to godliness. 

Alas for an age when this sort of thing abounds! It is an injury to the architecture of godliness to be encumbered with these pitiful hovels. 

As parasites suck the life out of the goodly tree, so do these pretenders injure those to whom they cling with the servile homage of hireling adulation. To themselves their vain profession and man-pleasing are a presage of destruction: for at the last day all must fall into eternal ruin which has not its own foundation on the rock. Our lives will be weighed one by one in personal judgment, and no other man can add an ounce to aid us if we are found wanting. 

The well-founded and well-compacted structure of the sincerely gracious will survive the time when once more the Lord shall shake not only earth but also heaven; but that frail fabric which leans on mortal aid will perish in that dread convulsion. Chas. H. Spurgeon. 

19 Chapter 19 

Verses 1-21
Elijah Fleeing for His Life 
1 Kings 19:1-21 

INTRODUCTORY WORDS 
1. The story of the slaughter of the prophets of Baal. The people fell on their faces as soon as they saw that God consumed the sacrifice of Elijah with fire, and they cried: "The Lord, He is the God. The Lord, He is the God." 

Immediately Elijah took steps to destroy the prophets of the sun-god. We read that he brought them down to the brook, Kishon, and he slew them there. God's judgments always follow those who deny Him. Every one that is proud and lofty must be bowed down. 

Once more the days of God's judgment are coming on apace. It will not be long until those who have exalted themselves above God will be going into the clefts of the rocks for fear of the Lord and the glory of His majesty; for He will soon arise. 

2. The promise of rain. As soon as the prophets of Baal had been slain Elijah said unto Ahab, "Get thee up, eat and drink; for there is a sound of abundance of rain." It is always so. When sin is put away from us, God will undertake in our behalf. God has said, "If we confess our sins, He is faithful and just to forgive us our sins." 

When people return to God, God will return to them. Isaiah put it this way, "Let the wicked forsake his way, and the unrighteous man his thoughts: and let him return unto the Lord, and He will have mercy upon him; and to our God, for He will abundantly pardon." 

Praise God there is forgiveness of sins. The prodigal, if he returns, will find a warm welcome at home. David, when he sought the face of the Lord, and confessed his iniquity, had his sins forgiven, and the peace of God ruled in his heart. 

3. The cloud the size of a man's hand. Elijah had spoken with unswerving faith unto Ahab, and altogether without sight, when he said "there is a sound of abundance of rain." His faith was the faith that gives substance to the things hoped for. It was the evidence of things not seen. Thus it was as soon as Ahab had gone up to eat and to drink that Elijah went to the top of Mount Carmel and cast himself down upon the earth, and put his face between his knees. As he was prostrated there in prayer and supplication to God, he sent his servant to look toward the sea. The servant returned and said, "There is nothing." The sky was clear, not a cloud in sight. 

Elijah said to his servant, "Go again seven times." Seven is the perfect number. Thus on the seventh time the servant returned, and said to the Prophet, "Behold, there ariseth a little cloud out of the sea, like a man's hand." The Prophet knew his prayer was answered. The three and one-half years of famine and of cloudless skies were about to be broken. Would that we each might have such a faith, before we see anything, and then the faith that sees, in the smallest sign, the assurance of speedy answers. 

As soon as Elijah saw the little cloud he said to his servant: "Go up, say unto Ahab, Prepare thy chariot, and get. thee down, that the rain stop thee not." 

Thus it was that it came to pass that as Ahab hastily prepared his chariot, the heavens became black with clouds, and there was wind and great rain. Ahab rode toward Jezreel, and the Lord's hand was on Elijah, "and he girded up his loins, and ran before Ahab to the entrance of Jezreel." 

I. VENGEFUL JEZEBEL (1 Kings 19:1-2 ) 
1. Unmoved by God's power. As soon as Ahab had told Jezebel of all that Elijah had done, and how he had slain the prophets with the sword, Jezebel was deeply stirred in her whole being. There was not one note of thanksgiving to Almighty God for the wonderful rain that had fallen. All Jezebel thought about was herself. In the slaughter of her prophets she saw her own downfall, her own prestige weaken. Her power was lessened. 

2. Unmitigated wrath. The anger of Jezebel could not be restrained. She was ready to lay her hand, if possible, upon the servant of the Most High. Elijah had slain the prophets of Baal, the men who had brought sorrow and anguish unto Israel, and now she arose to slay, if possible, the Prophet of God who had stepped in and brought rain and blessing. 

3. Unswerving threats. In the attitude of Jezebel there was one ray of mercy. She sent word to Elijah saying, "So let the gods do to me, and more also, if I make not thy life as the life of one of them by to morrow about this time." In Jezebel's threat she asserted her power and authority with one stroke of her hand to set at nought and to slay the servant of the Most High. There has always been antagonism unto the death by Satan and all his hordes against God and His sons. 

II. THE WEAKNESS OF A MIGHTY MAN (1 Kings 19:3-4 ) 
1. Elijah went for his life. When the threat of Jezebel reached the ears of the Prophet, he arose and fled for his life, and came to Beer-sheba. Elijah seemed to forget for the moment that God, whom he had served all his life, could save him even from the hands of a demonized woman. 

Had not God sent the ravens to feed him? Had not God kept the barrel of meal from waste, and the oil from diminishing? He had not trembled when he met Obadiah, nor when he was face to face with Ahab. He had not quailed before eight hundred and fifty prophets of Baal. Certainly Ahab and these prophets would have taken his life had they dared. 

For our part, we are glad that the Bible told us of Elijah fleeing because it shows us that our God does not cover up the failures of His saints. He does not paint pictures with all-rosy hues. 

One of the outstanding marks of the inspiration of the Bible is its unswerving fidelity to facts even when those facts seem to go against the integrity of God's choicest saints. 

2. Elijah went a day's journey. At Beer-sheba he left his servant. From there he went a day's journey into the wilderness. He was not satisfied to stay at Beer-sheba where the hand of the wicked woman might reach him. He felt that the longer the distance between them, the better. There are times when it is right for us to flee from danger. God said unto Joseph, "Arise, and take the young Child and His mother, and flee into Egypt." However, it is all wrong to flee in unbelief and through fear. 

3. Elijah sat under a juniper tree. From that day until this, people who are discouraged and disheartened, are proverbially spoken of as being under a juniper tree. If any read this who are given to discouragement, doubts, fears, or trembling, let them learn to trust in the Lord. "Perfect love casteth out fear." 

III. THE CONSIDERATE LORD (1 Kings 19:5-8 ) 
1. Arise and eat. The Lord of Elijah saw him under the juniper tree. He saw him as he sat there; He saw him as he lay down and slept, As God looked upon His Prophet He knew the weakness of his flesh. He understood fully the strain under which he had been for the past days. He comprehended the feelings which flooded the Prophet's mind as he saw the hand of a wicked woman seeking to slay him. 

From God there was not one word of reproach or of correction. He sent His angel to the discouraged Prophet. The angel touched him, and said to him, "Arise and eat" * * "and, behold, there was a cake baken on the coals, and a cruse of water at his head. And he did eat and drink, and laid him down again." The second time the angel of the Lord touched him and said, "Arise and eat; because the journey is too great for thee." 

2. Recuperating. Thus God not only gave him strength to recuperate from his flight, but He gave him strength to continue on his way. God was teaching Elijah a lesson. Perhaps, we might sum that lesson up under these words: "Like as a father pitieth his children, so the Lord pitieth them that fear Him. For He knoweth our frame; He remembereth that we are dust." 

The forty days' journey in the strength of the meat that God had prepared, and the drink which God had given Elijah, enabled him to arrive at Horeb, the Mount of God. There is no better place for any of us to go than to the Mount of God. 

IV. THE MOUNT OF GOD (1 Kings 19:10 ) 
When we think of Elijah going forty days and forty nights without food, we, think of the Lord who was forty days and nights in the wilderness, where He met Satan and vanquished him. 

When we think of Elijah at the Mount of God, we think of a saint tired and troubled casting himself upon the Lord. As he came to a cave and lodged there, the Word of the Lord came unto him. Let us consider what happened. 

1. The question. "What doest thou here, Elijah?" As we have studied this chapter we have almost thought that Elijah's task in Samaria was completed and, therefore, when he ran from Jezebel, he was in the will of the Lord. However, as he was before God in the cave, the Lord said to him, "What doest thou here, Elijah?" God was truly giving unto His valiant servant a needed and yet a gentle rebuke. He seemed to be saying, "Why art thou here when I sent thee there?" It must be that Elijah's task at Jezreel was not ended. 

2. The prophet's response. Elijah said unto the Lord, "I have been very jealous for the Lord God of hosts: for the Children of Israel have forsaken Thy covenant, thrown down Thine altars, and slain Thy Prophets with the sword; and I, even I only, am left; and they seek my life, to take it away." 

Perhaps, as we have seen Elijah slaying the eight hundred and fifty prophets of Baal, in his inner heart some one has condemned the Almighty for such a slaughter. Beloved, this verse will give us an insight. 

Jezebel and her prophets had slain the prophets of the Lord, and God has taught from time immemorial that he that taketh man's blood, by him shall his blood be taken. 

V. THE NEW REVELATION OF GOD (1 Kings 19:11-12 ) 
1. The great wind. God told Elijah to stand upon the mount before the Lord. Then as He stood there the Lord passed by, and there was a great wind. Once again the Lord passed by and there was a great earthquake. The wind smote the mountains and broke in pieces the rocks, but the Lord was not in the wind. The earthquake caused a great trembling, but the Lord was not in the earthquake. The winds and the earthquake seem to show the majesty and the power of God, and yet it is not in winds and earthquakes that God is seen speaking to Elijah. 

2. The still, small voice. After the wind and after the earthquake came a fire, but the Lord was not in the fire. After the fire came a still, small voice. Elijah had shown no particular fear because of the wind, or the earthquake, or the fire, but as the voice was heard he wrapped his face in his mantle, "and went out, and stood in the entering in of the cave." He knew that God was about to speak to him. 

How often the madness of the winds that blow against us, the power of the earthquake, and the strength of the fire seem to drown the voice of God. We are living in a world that is too busy, too much filled with commotion, too full of excitement to hear God. God often speaks with that still, small voice in the quietness of a shaded nook where we can meet Him alone. 

VI. BACK AGAIN (1 Kings 19:15-18 ) 
As the Lord spake unto Elijah once more, He said, "What doest thou here, Elijah?" Once more the Prophet pleaded his own integrity, and reminded the Lord of the sins of His people, Israel. Once more Elijah said, "I, even I only, am left; and they seek my life, to take it away." 

1. "Go, return on thy way to the wilderness of Damascus." Back again, oh, man of God! Think of the unnecessary flight. Think of running away and then of having to retrace thy steps. 

What varied circumstances fell upon Jacob from that day that he left Bethel until the day that he went back to Bethel. What has happened in thy life since the day thou didst run away? Back we must go to the place where we laid down our task and stepped out of the will of God. 

2. A threefold commission. (1) Elijah was told to anoint Hazael to be king of Syria. (2) He was told to anoint Jehu, the son of Nimshi, to be king over Israel. (3) He was told to anoint Elisha to be Prophet in his own room. These new appointments from Heaven showed that God Almighty was about to make an end of the rule of Ahab and of Jezebel. 

In this new regime which the Prophet was ordered to set up, he was to put in motion a mighty power against those who had wandered from the Lord. To the Prophet God said, "It shall come to pass, that him that escapeth the sword of Hazael, shall Jehu slay: and him that escapeth from the sword of Jehu shall Elisha slay." 

3. A great acknowledgment of the faithful. Elijah had said unto the Lord, "I, even I only, am left." In reply the Lord said unto Elijah, "I have left Me seven thousand in Israel," who have not bowed their knee unto Baal, and who have not kissed him. God knew what Elijah did not know of these who were faithful. Unto this moment God is looking for those who keep the faith, and obey His voice. There is not one He fails to see and to appreciate. 

VII. ELISHA FOLLOWS ELIJAH (1 Kings 19:19-21 ) 
As Elijah went his way he saw Elisha, and he cast his mantle upon him. Elisha said, "I will follow thee," but Elijah answered, "What have I done to thee?" Let us see what we have here. 

1. A man plowing with twelve yoke of oxen before him. The man picked out from among eleven other men, a man who was in honest toil fulfilling his daily round. 

2. A man upon whom Elijah cast his mantle. This was the pre-anointing of Elisha. The final anointing was as Elijah went up in a cloud into Heaven, and when he cast down his mantle which Elisha took up. 

3. A man quick to follow and obey. Elisha left his oxen and ran after Elijah and said, "Let me, I pray thee, kiss my father and my mother, and then I will follow thee." Elijah said to Elisha, "Go back again." 

Then the young Prophet took the oxen and slew them, boiled their flesh, and they did eat. Then he arose and went after Elijah, and ministered unto him. 

Onward and never back, 

My eyes look on for aye; 

Onward and never back, 

I press a forward track; 

May I the "joy" not lack 

At break of day. 

Onward with mighty stride, 

The "joy" I almost see; 

Onward with mighty stride, 

All else I cast aside 

To win, whate'er betide, 

God's joy for me. 

AN ILLUSTRATION 
DEAD FISH 

"They are dead fish which are carried down the stream." Living fish may go with the stream at times, but dead fish must always do so. There are plenty of such in all waters: dead souls, so far as the truest life is concerned, and these are always drifting, drifting, drifting as the current takes them. Their first inquiry is what is customary? God's Law is of small account to them, but the unwritten rules of society have a power over them which they never think of resisting. Like the Vicar of Bray, they can twist round and round if the stream is running in an eddy; or, like the sluggard, they can remain at their ease if the waters are stagnant. They stand in awe of a fool's banter, and ask of their neighbor leave to breathe. 

Is this a right state to be in? Each one of us must give an account of himself before God: should not each one act for himself? If we follow a multitude to do evil, the multitude will not excuse the evil nor diminish the punishment. Good men have generally been called upon to walk by themselves. We can sin abundantly by passively yielding to the course of this world; but to be holy and gracious needs many a struggle, many a tear. 

Where, then, am I? Am I sailing in that great fleet which bears the black flag, under the Rear-Admiral Apollyon, who commands the ship Fashion? If so, when all these barques come to destruction I shall be destroyed with them. Better part company, hoist another flag, and serve another sovereign. 

Come, my heart, canst thou go against stream? It is the way of life. The opposing waters will but wash and cleanse thee, and thou shalt ascend to the eternal river-head, and be near and like thy God. O Thou who art Lord of the strait and narrow way, aid me to force a passage to glory and immortality." Chas. H. Spurgeon. 
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